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so . . . have you heard any news about our Museum and its future?

I hope some of you are nodding or giggling right now because you are 
almost certainly in the know about our very big news.

If you haven’t heard, let me let you in on the transformative announcement 
we made earlier this year: we’re expanding! Yes, this spring, we announced 
that the Museum will be adding a 13,000 square-foot addition to the 
existing 1988 building, better allowing us to meet our aspirations to be one 
of the leading academic community museums in the country. 

The new addition will be coupled with a renovation of the present Museum 
building, which has served us nobly for the past 34 years, but which was 
built for a different generation of the Museum and for a Museum with a 
much smaller collection. as we grow and strive to fulfill our core educational 
mission — as a dynamic and premier site for learners of all ages — we 
imagine the expanded Polk Museum of art at florida southern College as 
an extraordinary site for our whole community to experience art across time 
and cultures in newly revised, innovative, and accessible spaces, along with 
six new multi-purpose galleries, lecture, and learning laboratory spaces. 

This incredible announcement coincided with other amazing spring- and 
summer-time bounty for the Museum, as it bounced back stronger than 
ever from the trials of the previous two years and for a community craving 
in-person cultural interactions: first, this past Mother’s Day weekend 
we celebrated the 50th — 50th! — anniversary of our beloved Mayfaire 
by-the-lake fine art festival. This annual tradition began as a small craft 
festival on the library lawn and has transformed into a rite of spring, 
drawing 70,000 visitors to lakeland year in and out. our 50th Mayfaire 
was aptly more spectacular than ever, as we paid tribute to festivals past 
(including with a special exhibition of festival favorites) while we looked 
forward to festivals still to be enjoyed by generations to come. 

also this spring, the Museum opened its blockbuster The Art of the 
Highwaymen exhibition, featuring nearly 70 works from the Woodsby 
family collection. and when I say blockbuster, I mean blockbuster! We have 
rarely seen crowds like those who flocked to the Museum to see and learn 
more about the stories of the highwaymen (and highwaywoman!) and 
to reflect on their simultaneous popularity (within the state) and lack of 
historical notice (outside the state) or in textbooks. We sought to inspire new 

conversations about this pioneering 
group of african-american artists who 
plied their trade — and found success 
despite all — in the middle of the 20th 
century in the Jim Crow-era south. We 
remain ever grateful to the Woodsbys 
for granting us the opportunity to 
showcase their work exclusively and for 
the first time in the space of a museum. 

so, how to follow up on a spring 
like that? Well, for the 2022-23 
exhibition season, we aren’t pulling any 
punches. ever heard of The Thinker? 
Guess what! from now through october 30, we are presenting a major 
exhibition featuring the bronze sculptures of the 19th-century french 
master auguste Rodin. This astonishing large-scale show featuring 45 
works comes to us from a storied California collection and fills our first 
floor galleries. It is the largest sculpture exhibition in the Museum’s history. 
If you have not made it out to see the show yet, you won’t want to miss it 
and are sure to come back again and again to walk through — and around 
— these 3-D masterworks and to experience Rodin’s incomparable gift for 
sculpting emotions and psychological depth out of bronze. 

The summer months are always among our staff’s favorites, as art camps, art 
classes, and college internships add a bustle of youthful activity to the life of 
the Museum. The summer is also time for the Museum and its intrepid staff 
to look toward this fall season and beyond and to plan for more and more 
unique programs for our loyal Members to enjoy, including my next art history 
lecture series (beginning after labor Day) as well as receptions, concerts, 
special collections talks, and more. a preview of our big upcoming Winter 
exhibition, an original show years in the making, also appears in this issue.

for all your support, over the past 56 years and as we embark onto 
the next exciting chapter of growth for the Museum, I remain most 
grateful for your patronage and continued support. You are our greatest 
champions, and providing you — and our whole community exceptional 
art experiences — is our purpose for being. 

see you in the galleries and classrooms soon. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR
H. Alexander Rich, Ph.D.



each era seems to have its own proclaimed master sculptor, recognized as a master in that artist’s 
own lifetime. some names are more familiar than others — Polykleitos (Classical Greece), Donatello 
(early Renaissance), Michelangelo (high Renaissance), bernini (baroque), and Canova (neo-
Classical) to name a few — but all have captured the minds, eyes, and hearts of generations of art 
lovers. for the late nineteenth century, on the cusp of the abstractive trends of the twentieth, the 
celebrated master sculptor was auguste Rodin (1840-1917). Rodin’s bronze sculptures not only 
revived for a new century the expressive and naturalistic styles of antiquity, using ancient Greek 
sculptors’ medium of choice, but also propelled figurative sculpture into the modern age with 
emotion and pathos never seen before in the sculpted form.

(from left to right) ‘Balzac in Dominican Robe,’ ‘The Benedictions,’ ‘Claude Lorrain,’ ‘Gates of Hell’ maquettes.

h. alexander Rich, Ph. D. 
executive Director and Chief Curator
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and now Rodin comes to florida. beginning this 
summer, the Polk Museum of art at florida southern 
College invited visitors into the world of the modern 
master with an astonishing exhibition featuring more 
than forty bronze sculptures filling the Museum’s first 
floor galleries. The largest exhibition of sculptures 
in the Museum’s history, Rodin: Contemplation 
and Dreams takes its title from the sculptor’s own 
words; he described the ability of art ideally to “open 
before us an enchanted land of contemplation and 
dreams”— and, in his work, Rodin sought to transport 
and amaze his viewers.

Rodin’s sculptures are instantly recognizable, with his 
Thinker and Gates of hell emblems in the history of 
art. forgoing idealization for astonishingly naturalistic 
representation, Rodin created sculptures that 
connect with their viewers and speak to the universal 
emotions and mentalities of the human experience. 
Tapping into the deep roots of humanity, Rodin also 
imbues his figures with his personal touch, presenting 
them in previously unseen (or even unwieldy) poses 
or making gestures that appear shockingly un-
staged and thus all the more human. Truly, often it is 
difficult even to believe that his sculptures are merely 
bronze, so readily do they look like they should come 
to life, weep, or speak. Indeed, Rodin’s sculptures 
draw their power from physical and psychological 
truth, capturing human anguish, drama, tragedy, 
mindfulness, and hope through the sculpted form.

(near) ‘Pierre de Wissant, Vetu,’ (far) ‘Fallen Caryatid with Urn.’ RoDIn          7

(from left to right) ‘Monumental Torso of The Walking Man,’ ‘Jean D’Aire, Nude,’ ‘Three Shades,’ ‘Saint John the Baptist Preaching,’ ‘Eustache de St. Pierre, Vetu.’

an artist of the Post-Impressionist era (roughly the last 
two decades of the nineteenth century), Rodin is not easily 
categorized. his focus on “real” human forms behaving in “real” 
human ways echoes the strengths of the french Realists and 
Impressionists, who focused similarly on the world and people of 
the here and now — and how we actually see them. Meanwhile, 
the unmitigated expressive emotion of Rodin’s figures, such that 
they make viewers actually feel something themselves recalls 
the expressionistic manners of fellow Post-Impressionist-era 
artists including Vincent Van Gogh. but, whereas those artists are 
celebrated principally for their two-dimensional work, Rodin injects 
into the arena of sculpture all the humanity and emotion of the 
real world with a touch and style uniquely his own.

Rodin: Contemplation & Dreams is on view in the Dorothy 
Jenkins Gallery, The Harper Family Gallery, and The Perkins 
Gallery through October 30, 2022.

This exhibit ion has been organized and made possible
by the Ir is and B. Gerald Cantor Foundation.

Lynda & Steve Buck
City of Winter Haven

The Colbert Family Charitable Fund
Core Wealth Advisors, Inc.

Dorothy & Charles Jenkins, Jr.
The Thelma C. Kells Endowment Fund

within the Give Well Community Foundation

In honor of Joan Marie Kuver
Ed and Gloria Lunz

The Maguires of Lakeland
Sarah D. McKay

Polk State College
Robert & Malena Puterbaugh

The Raul & Olga Chao Charitable Fund
at Hillsdale College

Beatty & Maurice Raymond
The Dr. Alan & Linda Rich Fund

within the Give Well Community Foundation

Annual Exhibition Fund Donors
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Rodin: Contemplation & Dreams 
selections from the Iris and b. Gerald 
Cantor Collections 
June 25 to October 30, 2022 
Dorothy Jenkins Gallery, The Harper Family Gallery, 
and Perkins Gallery

Efflorescence: The Botanical Paintings  
of Susan Martin 
August 20 to December 4, 2022  
Ledger & Murray Galleries

Lauren Austin: Life in Quilts 
November 12, 2022 to March 12, 2023 
Perkins Gallery

Edward Hopper & Guy Pène du Bois: 
Painting the Real 
December 17, 2022 to March 26, 2023 
Dorothy Jenkins Gallery & The Harper Family Gallery 

Spirits: African & Oceanic Art 
from the Dr. alan & linda Rich Collection 
Linda Rich Gallery

The Von Wagner Code 
Robert & Amy Harper Gallery

Material World & Hungry Planet 
Marks Gallery

ON VIEW 
Fall 2022

VIRTUal eVenTs
PolkMuseumofArt.org/Events

sTUDenT 
eXhIbITIons
George W. Jenkins  
Student Gallery

Join Polk Museum of Art staff and 
guests online for our virtual events! 
Programs include behind-the-scenes 
looks at the Museum in Drinks 
with the Director, at how visual 
art relates to other creative fields 
with Art Across Disciplines, and so 
much more! Be sure to sign up and 
attend our exclusive Member events 
featuring special guests and in-
depth art history lessons.

Miss out on one of our virtual 
events? To get caught up, visit 
PolkMuseumofArt.org/Virtual.

Summer Art Camp 2022:  
Artwork by Polk Museum of Art 
Summer Camp Students 
September 3 to October 16, 2022

Learning to Be Me: Artwork by Polk 
County Students Grades K through 2 
October 22 to November 13, 2022

Art Out Loud: Artwork by Polk 
County Middle School Students 
November 19 to December 31, 2022

FALL
CLASSES

at the Polk Museum of Art

September 26 
to November 4

PolkMuseumofArt.org/Classes
CalenDaR          9

Access Art: Special Needs 
1st Thursday, 2 to 3:30pm; September 1 , October 6 , 
November 3

After Hours at Polk Museum of Art 
1st Thursday, Open until 8pm; September 1, October 6,  
November 3 , December 1

Curator Tours 
1st Thursday, 6 to 7:30pm; September 1 , October 6 , 
November 3 , December 1

Docent-Led Tours 
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 11am to Noon; September 3 & 17, 
October 1 & 15 , November 5 & 19, December 3 & 17

Documentary Screening: Rodin: The Gates of Hell 
Saturday screenings, Noon to 1pm; September 3, 17, 24; 
October 1 , 8 , 15 , 29

Point of View Gallery Talks 
2nd Friday, Noon to 1pm; September 9, October 14 , 
November 11 , December 9

ArtLab 
2nd Saturday, 10:30 to Noon; September 10, October 8,  
November 12, December 10 
Free for Museum Members , $10 for Non-Members. 
Registration required. PolkMuseumofArt.org/ArtLab

Art Connects ALZ 
3rd Thursday, 2 to 3pm; September 15 , October 13 ,  
Reservations required. PolkMuseumofArt.org/ALZ

Members Reception: Season Preview 
Friday, September 16 , 6 to 8pm  
Free for Museum Members,$10 for Non-Members. 
PolkMuseumofArt.org/RSVP

The Museum will be monitoring CDC and  
state health guidelines and recommendations.

EVENTS 
Fall 2022 
PolkMuseumofArt.org/Events

 

The Polk Museum of Art and 
the Lakeland Symphony Orchestra 
 present

September 8
November 10
February 9
April 13

Tickets and information at 
PolkMuseumofArt.org/
GalleryConcert.

 2022-2023
season

PolkMuseumofArt.org/Shop



THANK YOU MEMBERS!
We are grateful for your loyalty and generous support of the Polk 
Museum of art at florida southern College. We are as strong as our 
Membership, and your investment in the Museum is an investment 
in one of our region’s strongest cultural assets. (List includes all active 
Memberships between August 2020 to July 2021.)

Check out our many Membership levels and benefits at 
PolkMuseumofArt.org/Join or call 863.688.7743 x249.

New Reciprocal Benefit!

Looking for the perfect day 
trip away? 

Head to the Art & History 
Museum Maitland! 

With four museums spread across 
five acres, visitors encounter 
a showcase of original art and 
historical artifacts, watch local 
artists at work, and explore the 
historical campus. The grounds are 
one of the most prominent examples 
of Mayan Revival architecture in the 
nation, making it Greater Orlando’s 
only National Historic Landmark. 
And with your membership, you can 
enjoy 50% off admission!

Corpus Delicti 
A solo exhibition by Jessica Caldas 
Through September 18, 2022

In//Between: Painting the 
Post Immigrant Experience 
October 6, 2022 – January 22, 2023 

Visit ArtandHistory.org for 
more information.
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florida southern College
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Karen and Gap Kovach
Janice Martin
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furr & Wegman architects, Pa
Polk state College
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Rick and nikki Powers
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alan Rich, MD and linda Rich
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Greg and Kim Ruthven
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Dr. Robert Tate
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Catherine Tucker
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Cliff and Jan hurndon
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Melissa and brad Murray
Candi Packett
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Melissa and bruce Rich
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Patricia Williams
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GMf Industries, Inc.
harmon-Meek Gallery

Business Benefactor   $500
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animal Medical Clinic
DeGeorge Custom frames
elite office logistics

flower Cart
hillcrest Coffee
skate World

starbridge benefit solutions
Terrie lobb Catering Inc.
Venue salon

Business Advocate   $250
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Mary ann Pipping
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Robert Ramsey, MD and helen Ramsey
The Reed family
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breanna Rittman
Robert east and Tracy Vann
Joe l. and Karen Ruthven
bruce sabin, PhD and Jennifer sabin
steven and Tammy scruggs
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hannah Carter
Wade and Janna Cassels
susie Cassens
Geron Castro
barbara and scott Cavanah
sarah and samuel Chak
brandy Chamblee
alexis Chamblee
Richard P. Chase, II
francisco Chebly, MD and  
  odette Chebly, MD
Mrs. Yuan Mei Chen
Maria antonia Chenique
Robert and Marilyn Christie
linda Cipolla
Tinia Clark and Jen Kenemuth
Kim and larry Clark
The Clark family
elanie C. Clemens
Katy Clements
odette Coduto
harry Posey and Kate Cohen-Posey
Jordan and Rhoda Cokee
Tammy Coker
Debra Coker
nancy Cole
Don and sue Coleman
Patricia Collings
anne Connelly
Joseph and stephanie Connors
Kathryn Covers
helene Conway
Judy Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. brad Copeland
steve Core
Chad Courson
Peggy Courson
Tracy Cox
andy and emily Crossfield
Ping Cui
Mary Curley
Dr. Kryss Perry and Matthew Dalhover
louise, David, Katelyn, londyn, and  
  hope Dandridge
Dr. bruce Darby
Judith Darby

Ginger and Kirk Davis and Connie olson
Dale Davis
Deven Deans
Michelle Debello
alexis Dehnert
sydney and Jonathan Del Valle
andrew Denering and Javier Delabra
James and Pat Denham
Cassandra Denmark
Christine DeRidder
Melissa DeRoxtro
laura Dickey
Michael and amber DiJospeh
Julia Dispada
Terrie and Donald Dixon
Melinda and Dustin Dixon
amy Dobson
Mary alice Dobson
Gabrielle Dobson
John and Tonisha Doku
bill and Jan Doppelheuer
leadz Dorce
Catherine Downey
John Duckworth and Marline solis
lyle and alexis fulayter
Donna Duncan
William Dvorak
samantha eason
Mr. and Mrs. Robert east
amy R. edwards
Jasmine eichelberger
lisette eljaiek
suzanne ellsworth
sandra elmore
lynne l and Richard england
henry M. epstein
andrew and Kenna ericson
alice errett
Terry erskine
Jane eskenazi
Catherine eskin, PhD. and  
  Michael barickman
Rachel estarellas
Jose estevas and Maria Melendez
Cyril and elizabeth etienne
Christy and Keira evans
Michele falvey
Pat and Kyle fedler
Juanita felton
Ruth ferking
Marilyn fields
Melissa finch
Molly and David finger
Rebecca finklea
susan fisher
Dennis fisher
John fisk
samantha fitzsimmons
barbara flanagan
William otremsky
Melanie fowler
Daniel fuhrman

John h. fullerton, Jr. and  
  Jacqueline fullerton
nancy futch
Phyllis Gabriel
James Gainey
Clark Galbraith
Peggy lee Gallaher
Josh and Mary Galletta
Kathleen Gamache
Jennifer Garcia and samuel leslie
Mary beth Garcia
alex Garriga, MD and Dolores Garriga
ellen Gess and David Willis
Dr. and Mrs. frederick Gifun
Carol Gilmore
sandra Giraldo
Ryan Glazier
susan Goforth
Ms. Carmen e. Gonzalez and  
  Mrs. M. Manubens
andrea Goodson
ashley Gragg
Jonathan Gravelle and Kristen Carter
nicole Gray
sheri and Jim Greenhoe
hailey Gregorio
stuart Greif
Jason Griffin
Tiffini Griffin-norton
W. Thomas Grimm
Karen Gwise
Casey hall
Tara hall
Daniel hall and li-Chuan lin
Zsadi hall-layne
brian hamilton
Madelyn hamm
Ms. Dakota hancock
Ms. beatrice hancock
Terry and Mary hanuszczak
hannah and Ty hardin
Joyce harmon
bobbie harris
stephanie harris
Will and Diana harrison
sunnye harrison
Gretchen hastings
frances haupert
Carole hazelgrove
Kathleen healey
audrey M. heath
Donald and Joan heilbron
susan hellyer
susan henning Periwinkle
sandra henry
Chantel hernandez
nikiya herron and benjamin Keller
Connor Jade hill and Zach Wilson
brena Poff hill
Galina hitching and barbara hitching
barbara hoffman
sarah hood

Cynthia hope
Ron and Jill horn
Rachel howard
bonnie howell
G. a. huffington
Kyle and Rociel hull
Virginia beth shields and David huth
Crystal hux and Richard hux, II
Marlene a. hyde
Charles and elaine Inman
Michael and susan Ivey
Jan Jackson
Zoe Jackson
Jerry Paul and heather James
brandon and allyson Jenkins
linda Jennings and Catherine farquhar
Diane Jent
Teresa and Douglas Johnson
Makolm Johnston, MD and  
  Jackie Johnston
Rebecca Joiner
Monica and Jeff Jokinen
bruce and shirlee Jones
Donna Jones
betty Jones
ariel Jones
sandi Jones
David and Randy Jonsson
aaron and Myriah Jost
navin Kadambi and Kalpana sharma
alexis leonara Kalaw
David and Dianne Kaplan
George and angelina Katzaras
Paula Kazban
Mike Kazban
amber and abigail Kelly
Paul Kendrick
ashley Kennedy
steven Kenny
Charles Kersey and 
  hendrikje Van Woerkum
Jessica Kesaris
Robert Kinsey
benjamin and Jennipher Kirkpatrick
ernest and luisa Klaber
Rebecca Knowles and Diane baum
Caroline Krombach
Zoe Kunkel
David and ashlee lamb
Kathleen lambert
Jasmine and alex lane
George and Iris lang
Danyelle lango
Jennifer lashley and James horak
Trinity and Michael laurino
Donjuma lee and  
  Deborah bromfield lee, PhD
barbara lee
leslie a. lees
John leMond
Jeff leopold and Jain fillastre
Roger and Gloria leveillee

Household, Individual, & Student   $80 | $50 | $25

Courtney lewis
stephani lewis
Vicky lewis
Joe lewis
Dave and Jean lichtel
Joel and Danyel lieberman
simoni limeira-bonadies
Rebecca and Chris lind
Carolyn lindsey
Kira b. lipe
Robert lockard, Jr.
erica long
evelyn long
Mr. and Mrs. Tim long
Robyn lorenz
Mr. and Mrs. brant lovering
Mr. and Mrs. lucas
audrey lussier
anita Macelhose
Dan and Paulette Mahon
Peggy Manansala-eary and alexandra eary
nancy March
Catherine Marcum and William bryant
Donna Markuson
lisa and Ron Marquette
barbara s. Martin
andy Mason
fern Maturo
alex and leslie Matus
Toni May
Mina Mcbride
hilda McCarter
Jill McClurg
Julie McColman
Pamela McDonald
Peter McDougall
adam Mcfadden
Gerilyn and Micheal McGorry
Daniel and Rita McIntyre
beatriz McKey
Clif and lisa Mcleod
april McWhirter
fiona Melle
bobby Melvin, Jr. and Connie bowen
lindsey Meyer
Carlos Miguez
ann h. Miller
Caitlin Miller
Mariel and brent Miller
ann Miller
Constance Miller
Christine Milthaler
Carolyn and Thomas Moceri
Chelsea and Max Moerles
linda Moffat
liesse Chable and William a. Mohr
Gian Monacelli
Milagros Montanez
steve Monti
albert and Pam Moore
John and Kem Moore
Terry Moore and leila Crawford

Kimberly Moore
Deborah Moore
sarah Morrison and Matthew Davis
nancy and Thomas Morse
april Moser and Jordan Toole
Robert and nancy Moses
Mr. and Mrs. nicklaus Moss
natalie Moulton
Mallory Moxley
Jane Murphy
susan Murray and Charles Cannon
salma nawlo and Thomas Wehrmeyer
Georgene naymik
h. lee and Jo neeman
brent newland
Cathy ann nicholson
ashley nickels
olga nodarse
Gail noland
louise norwood
alice and Chip nuttall
nancy nuzzo
Chancie and David nyeholt
Maggie o'Connor
Margaret o'hara
Patricia ojeda
Magz oldman
James and Kay owen
Joyce owens
Dr. Deborah Pacheco
alexander and Katelin Padden
Pamela a. Page
Curt and Rebecca Palmer
b Palmer and J heard
heather Patrias
alison and Richard Pearson
Pam Penix
sara Penny
skip and Donna Perez
Derrie Perez
Courtney and Peter Perison
Cindy Perry
lauren Peters
Dana Peterson
Katy Pettis
heather and William Pharris
sheryl Phelps
Carole Philipson
Carolyn Phillips and beth Weldon
leslie Phillips
Robert Phillips, DMa and Kathy Connelly
Celeste Pierson
luz Karime Javela and oliver Pietri
lesli e Platt
Mary love Pope
John and linda Porter
Jon Chase Porter
Katelyn Postin and Jeremy Postin
Jean Powers
nancy Powers
andrea and Gerald Prather
Marc and Terri Presnell

sandra Preziosi
Joel and Cheryl Price
shelly and Thomas Prickett
John Priebe
bill and Janelle Pruitt
Michelle Purcell
Catherine Purcell
Michelle Quarles
Monique P. Quick
Ms. Jennifer Raley
Jeffrey Randles
Drs. Trudy and larry Rankin
Cindy sellers Ransbottom
Timothy and lindsay Ratliff
Kristy Ratterree
scott and heidi Reed
Paula Reed
lynn Repetosky
Maria a. Reyes bonilla PhD
ami Rezac
Don Rice and Gene anderson
Twana Richard
Riley Richards
Daniel and stacy Richarz
alicia and bruce Riddell
bill and Cheri Rigby
natalie Rivera
berenice Rivera
Garret Roberts and Katrina Roberts
Jim and Carla Robertson
Karen Robinson
Catherine M. Rocco
sylvia Rodrigues
Delia and William Rodriguez
Jacel Rodriguez
Daisy Rodriguez
onix Rodriguez
Kyndi Rogers
Jim Rogers, PhD and ann Rogers
sam Romero and amanda friend-Romero
andrea and neftali Rosario
Judith ann Rose
Jacqueline Rose
bill and Doris Ross
Dr. and Mrs. Ross
Jessica Rothbard
anna Russum
harriet Rust
Marie Ruszovan
Karen lee Ruzsa
Ms. alene saap
Tonidean saccaro
Claudia sagreras
Cheryll salzberg
arnoldo sanchez and Maria badilla
Joel and amy sanders
andrew and Meghan savant
becky schaffer and John Jennings
Rebecca schempp
Katherine and Matthew schichtel
Rebecca schneider
Cathie schram

fred schreiber, MD and Mary schreiber
nancy schumacher
Mitch and alison schwarzwalder
Deborah schweitzer
holly scoggins
Carissa scott
sarag semon
Jami sharik
Mr. and Mrs. Grady sharpe
arynne shaw
Joseph and susan shearer
Tisha shelden
Jonathan shelnut
suzanne sherman
Jo and lance shim
Darcy shinin
nicole shirvani
Wendi and scot shufflebarger
odalis sijin
norelle siliati
amaury and Michelle silva
nancy simmons
Tiffany and Jonathan skizinski
Drs. Risdon and Claudia slate
linda smith
Jenny smith
Karen smith
olivia smith
Margarita smith
Jaquae smith
sofia sotillo and francisco sotillo, PhD
Clayton soule
frank and Ruth soulier
Mary lucia spake
Juanita spence
Mindy steiger
Pamela and Paul stein
annettee stephenson-shipp
lissett sterling
James and Catherine stevens
Patrick stone
Julie stone
norman strand
becky strawbridge
amy and aaron strohmaier
Kelly sturhahn
brittany sullivan
David and helen sumner
shelley swenson
Katelyn sykes
Daniel and stacy Tabb
Romaine and Cliff Taylor
Rick and libia Taylor
alison P Terry
lindsay Thibodaux
olivia Thomas Core and aaron Core
Janice Thompson
Paul Tilton
edith Tingley
Jeffrey Titus and Mary hartney
stevens Tombrink
Donna Townsend

Mike and elisabeth Tracy
Jane Tracy
anastasia and Matthew Treskovich
Mike and Michele Trice
shreekant Tripathi, MD and Daksha Tripathi
bailey faith Tuck
Dr. and Mrs. stuart Tullis
Deborah Tulloss
Janet Turley
Carlos and amy Unzueta
eileen Valachovic
Vanessa and Joshua Valencia
sergio Vallejo, MD and Mirtha Vallejo
Paula Douglas
anne Van hulse
Christina Vanderpool
Miss Renee J. Vanderslice
nataly Vang
William lat and Yvaughan Varn
susan Vergnani and hiroshi araki
Kim-Tien Vo
nancy Vogel
Miss Michele Voisard
ashley Walker
Jelane Wallace
shaochai Wang
stacey Warren
Marcia Washam
Corine Waters
Maggie Watson
Jo ann G. and Jeffrey T. Weatherbee
lynne Webb
Jason and Jordan Weiland
William Welch
Dr. Jan Wells
Gayle Wells
Mary Wendel and Joe echols
Margaret Wheaton
Morgan Whitaker smith
erin Wibert
al Wiedersheim
linda Wilder
Cliff and Paulette Wiley
amwar Wilkerson
Mark and beverly Williams
stephanie Williams
Phillip and Joanne Williamson
heidi Wineland
lauren and steven Winter
Jeanne Witbrod
Kyle Witherell and Melinda Murray
Gary and Mary May Witte
erika and Thomas Wodrich
harris and sarah Woodsby
leslie Wright
Marcia Wright-black
brittony and Philip Yates
Kohsun Yen and hsuan-hung lin
Pat Young
Kathleen Yule
Donald Zabel, Jr. and Mary Zabel
Chunyan Zhang

Household, Individual, & Student   $80 | $50 | $25



In the first half of the twentieth century, there were few bigger names in 
american art than edward hopper and Guy Pène du bois. both were devoted 
realists whose works center on scenes of contemporary urban and suburban 
life, the type of subject matter that read to their audiences as specifically 
“american” and modern at the same time. both artists evoke an eerie sense of 
solitude and isolation in their art, in landscape and figurative paintings alike. 
both trained at the new York school of art under the tutelage of art world 
stars William Merritt Chase and Robert henri and became fast, lifelong friends. 

Today, however, most audiences may recognize the name of only one of the 
two: indeed, hopper remains among the the best known and most celebrated 
american artists of all time. Pène du bois has been lost in art history.

This winter, join us as we pull back the curtain on two master artists, whose 
careers and lives intertwined, but whose fame followed two very divergent 
paths. four years in the making, Edward Hopper and Guy Pène du Bois: 
Painting the Real is a large-scale, original, loan-based exhibition prepared 
by the Museum in collaboration with 511 Projects in new York City. This 
exceptional academic exhibition is the first of its kind; while each artist has 
been the focus of numerous solo exhibitions, despite their friendship and 
history together this will be the first to explore the two side-by-side. 

Guy Pène du Bois, ‘Potrait of Patricia Pike in White Dress,’ 1941,  
Oil on canvas, Courtesy of 511 Gallery.

h. alexander Rich, Ph. D. 
executive Director and Chief Curator

SEPTEMBER 24 2022 OCTOBER 29 2022 MAY 20 2023JANUARY 21 2023

6PM POLKMUSEUMOFART.ORG/CINEMA
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

A FILM SERIES EXPLORING THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN ART & CINEMA  
PRESENTED BY THE FLORIDA SOUTHERN COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF ART HISTORY & MUSEUM STUDIES



THE EXPANSION

We continue to build upon a tremendous legacy here at the Polk Museum of Art. These 
transformational gifts now allow us to make the community’s vision for the PMoA a reality, 

as we realize the Museum’s enduring mission to enhance lives through inspirational and 
engaging art experiences for all, from the very young to centenarians. This expansion 

sets the stage for the Museum’s status as a world-class academic museum, a community 
institution that serves students and our citizens.

Lynda Buck 
President, Polk Museum of Art Board of Trustees

The eXPansIon          19

This past february, we shared a once-in-a-generation 
announcement with with our community, our membership, and 
our supporters: after 56 years as Polk County’s anchor cultural 
organization, the Museum is embarking headlong into its next 
thrilling era. We announced plans for a $6 million expansion 
and renovation of the Museum’s current 1988 building. a 
transformative moment, this expansion will be the first addition to 
the existing Museum facility since its construction, adding more 
than 13,000 square feet of new gallery, classroom, and multi-use 
space — more than tripling the Museum’s current gallery space.

The two-story addition will be located on the northwest side of 
the present building, and the sleek design of the expansion will 
modernize the Museum’s current façade. Construction on the 
new addition is expected to begin late this year, with a projected 
completion in the spring of 2024.

“We are elated to build upon the legacy of this impressive 
museum of fine arts and, through the affiliation of fsC and the 
Museum, now pursue an expanded agenda to offer exhibitions of 
our treasured permanent collection and welcome an increasing 
number of visiting exhibitions from the great museums of the 
world,” said Dr. anne b. Kerr, president of florida southern College 
and member of the Museum’s board of Trustees. “We are proud 
to be a smithsonian affiliate Museum, and this expansion will also 
enable additional exhibits from the smithsonian to be shared with 
our community and students. This expansion of the Museum will 
result in a dynamic arts venue that will greatly enrich the cultural 
offerings in our community.”

along with the modern expansion, plans also include renovating the 
Museum’s current entrance, replacing flooring throughout the ground 
level, and updating the second floor galleries, classrooms, and office 
spaces. These additional changes will also allow the Museum to 
expand its current collections storage, which houses nearly 3,000 
works, as well as create flexible study, archival, and classroom spaces.

“since the affiliation between the Museum and florida southern in 
2017, the Museum has aspired to become a top-tier academic and 
community museum for learners of all ages,” said Dr. h. alexan-
der Rich, executive director and chief curator of the Museum and 
chair of florida southern College’s Department of art history and 
Museum studies, housed in the Museum. “now with this exciting 
expansion, our whole community will benefit. The new spaces will 
showcase art from across time and cultures, and the Museum can 
continue to grow as an innovative site for learning for its entire 
art-loving community, including our students.”

In addition to his Museum responsibilities, Dr. Rich leads fsC’s 
art history and Museum studies program, one of the only higher 
education programs operated from a museum, providing college 
students the opportunity for engaged learning with internships 
and hands-on learning.

With the new changes, the Polk Museum of art and florida 
southern College continue their trajectory toward becoming 
home to one of the nation’s leading academic fine art museums 
and scholarly centers for the study of the arts and visual culture. 
The expansion will provide additional hands-on experiences for 
students — including internships, volunteer opportunities, and 
pre-professional development programs —and opportunities 
for incomparable, engaged-learning-focused educational 
programming for all members of our art-loving community.

a true anchor of cultural enrichment for our region and beyond, 
the Polk Museum of art has been a site of exceptional art 
experiences since its inception in 1966, and this enormous 
undertaking builds importantly on that promise, with the benefit 
of our community as whole foremost in mind. expanding the 
Museum has been a dream for decades — and now it is here.  
a bright and innovative future for the Museum is on the horizon.



You are invited to enroll in our

Polk Museum of Art 

ART HISTORY LECTURE SERIES †
With your professor 

Dr. H. Alexander Rich
Executive Director and Chief Curator

This course will cover all the greatest hits of the Rococo, 
neo-Classical, and Romantic periods, from the rise of the 
academic salon and the art of the french Revolution to the 
new, dramatic types of history, genre, and landscape paintings 
that set the stage for modern art. Join Dr. Rich as he takes 
you on an incredible, interactive art historical journey through 
the 18th and 19th centuries; each week, you’ll dive into the 
past to meet artists like Watteau, David, Ingres, Vigée-lebrun, 
Goya, Delacroix, Turner, and countless others, and return to 
the present with an expert understanding of why their 
game-changing masterworks still matter today.

This series will be held in-person with remote options for 
those who wish to join from afar.

4 Class Sessions and Champagne Reception
September 6, 13, 20, 27, 2022
6:30 to 8:30pm
$250 for Museum Members, $350 for Non-Members
(become a Member when you register and save!)

Register online at PolkMuseumofArt.org/ARH
or call 863.688.7743 x240

† This lecture series is a fundraising 
program in support of the Museum.

From Rococo to Romanticism

1715-1840

We would like to thank our  
year-round strategic partner  

for its continued support.


